
     

 

 

 
May 26, 2015 

 

Dear Parent and/or Guardian, 

 

As we enter the final weeks of this school year, I need to advise you of how recent legislative changes will impact your 

child’s third grade final report card.  These changes are outlined in House Bill 7069, which was signed into law by Governor 

Rick Scott last month. 

 

While the state required that your child take a newly developed reading assessment, House Bill 7069 now calls for these new 

assessments to be independently validated to determine that this new test accurately measures the standards for reading in 

your child’s grade level.  Given the fact that the assessment has not been through this validation process, there will be a 

delay in reporting the final results. Prior to this year, achievement levels on the reading assessment were used to determine 

promotion or retention of a student. 

 

For 2014-15 only, third grade students in our district scoring in the lowest 20 percent for the entire state of Florida on 

the new reading assessment must be retained in third grade. The Florida Department of Education will provide a list 

of our students who fall into the State’s lowest 20 percent, but will not send this list until June. In an effort to be 

proactive, all Third Grade students who have an Achieve3000 Lexile Level below 271 or an i-Ready scale score below 

500 are being identified as at risk for retention unless the student does not appear on the state provided lowest 20% 

list, or meets one of the good cause exemptions identified by state statute.  The exemptions include: 

 

(1) Have less than two years of instruction in an English for Speakers of Other Languages (ESOL) program based on initial 

entry into a U.S. school, or 

(2) Have an Individual Education Plan (IEP) for a student with disabilities which indicates that participation in the state 

required Reading assessment program is not appropriate, or 

(3) Score at or above the required percentile on the SAT10, or 

(4) Complete a Student Portfolio in accordance with district guidelines demonstrating that they are reading equal to 

performing at least at Level 2 performance on the state required Reading assessment, or 

(5) Be a student with a disability who participates in the state required Reading assessment and has an IEP or Section 504 

plan that reflects that the student has received intensive reading remediation for more than two years but still demonstrates a 

deficiency in Reading and Language Arts AND was previously retained in grades K, 1, 2, or 3, or 

(6) Received intensive reading remediation in Reading and Language Arts for two or more years and was previously retained 

in K, 1, 2, or 3 for a total of two years, or 

(7) Has previously been retained in 3rd grade. 

 

In addition to these good cause exemptions, we will review all i-Ready and Achieve3000 end-of-year assessment data 

as a possible criteria for promotion. This exception, if implemented, will only be in effect for the 2014-15 school year. 

 

Please note that your child’s report card will be delayed and mailed home once the district receives the list of students who 

score in the lowest 20 percent on the new reading assessment.  Please contact your child’s principal should you have any 

additional questions regarding this item or visit  

http://www.fldoe.org/schools/k-12-public-schools/foil.stml .  

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

Nikolai P. Vitti, Ed.D. 

Superintendent of Schools  

http://www.fldoe.org/schools/k-12-public-schools/foil.stml

